INTRODUCTION

man's relations with Him and with his fellow men. Thus,
when a simple flower, tiny in size but dipped in Nature's
loveliest hue, caught the author's eye on the summit of
a lonely hill, he thought of the Great Artist whose
incomparable, inimitable production it was and he
thought of man who, in the hurry and bustle of the
world, went treading upon it, not even caring to cast a
glance at it. It was then and there that the author
composed the following lines in his mind, the first germ
of a charming production :

This pretty wild flower,
Lovely beyond compare;

HE hid it in the grass.
Alas for men who come and go,
In world's strife busy so,
They never do care to glance.

(Translated)
lt Not long after, the author witnessed an incident
between a male and a female owl which evoked the
feeling in him that the Great Author of the uni-
verse must be a superb humorist, an aesthete and an
arch-artist, the kindest and loveliest. These two in-
cidents inspired the production of the story of 'Rasha-
Rangini\ the first of the five 'Sakhis' who narrate the
different stories of their lives.  And from time to
time he wrote the other portions, hardly conscious that
there was a pervading spirit which bound them'together
as one whole."

I shall be divulging no secret if I add to the fore-
going, years after the death of the author, that the
various phases through which doubting man struggles
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